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His Excellency’s Speech at the Annual 
Convocation of the Calcutta University 
held on the 4th March 1944. 

It seems to me, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, a most happy 
coincidence that almost my first public function 
should be one connected with the students of Bengal 
and in particular the University of Calcutta, and my 
pleasure is ail the more for' the kindness of the 
welcome which you have extended to me. 

May I, at the outset of my association with this 
University, assure you of my interest in education 
and of my hope that, as my experience of this 
Province grows, my connection with this University, 
which plays so lai^ie a part in the life of the 
Province, may become the closer. 

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, you have referred to the 
grievous losses which we have suffered in the death 
of the late Sir John Herbert, and of Sir Nilratan 
Sircar and other officials and friends of the Univer- 
sity. I share your sense of sorrow and loss at their 
passing. 

On looking up the records of the past Convoca- 
tions 1 find that it was only in February 1942, that 
the late Sir John Herbert had the privilege of 
conferring upon Sir Sarvapalii Radhakrishnan the 
degree of Doctor of Laws Honoris Causa. At the 
time, the Vice-Chancellor expressed the hope that 
Sir Sarvapaili Radhakrishnan would not lose his 
connection with this University with which he had 
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been in close touch since 1921. It is therefore with 
particular pleasure that we have listened to the 
address of our distinguished guest. 

Today I will not dwell long on the larger aspects 
of education and the peculiarly difficult problems 
with which it is confronted in Bengal and in India. 
But I feel that in the course of the last few years 
things that previously moved slowly have, strangely 
enough, been given sudden impetus by the war. I 
say strangely becau'se war would not appear to be 
the friend of education. However the war has 
brought home to us, more clearly perhaps than any 
other of its lessons, the real need for a sound and 
constructive educational policy. 

I think it witness of this fact that, during the 
war, so much thought has .been directed to the 
educational field. I need only remind you of the 
Sargent Report on Education in India, the Secondary 
Education Bill in Bengal, the primary education 
scheme, and the scheme for post-war education in 
the United Kingdom. 

Education on sound and constructive lines 
means, in my opinion, not only the development of 
technical ability— or even of scholarly attainment— 
it means the development of an attitude of mind, a 
mental outlook, favourable to the development of 
civilised democratic life. 

We have long known that in Germany education 
even under Nazi tyranny, with its absurd racial 
dogmas, reached a high technical level ; so also, but 
in lesser degree, in Japan. But clearly education in 
these countries has not fitted their peoples to take an 
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honourable part in the civilised community of 
nations: Therefore I think that education does not 
realise itself to the full unless it emphasises such 
requirements of civilised social behaviour as 
fraternity, tolerance and sound cultural background. 

In other words, I suggest that in the long view 
we come back to the old definition of education 
being that something which remains after we have 
forgotten what we have learnt. . It is that indefin- 
able something, that particular attitude of mind or 
mental outlook which remains and which should be 
our greatest strength and an enrichment of the life 
of the community. 

I notice from the remarks of the Vice-Chancellor 
that the numbers presenting themselves for educa- 
tion in the Law are declining, and that the Sciences 
are on the up-grade. Speaking as one whose own 
training was on the scientific side, I cannot find 
myself down-hearted at this trend. 

In this same regard, I share the Vice-Chancellor’s 
views as to the linking up of science and industry, 
and of science and agriculture. I know no better 
investment for a Government or a people than that 
of the application of science to the solution of the 
problems of industry and of agriculture. The 
improvement of techniques, the elimination of pests, 
the improvement in quality of production bring 
large and continuing dividends to those who have 
the foresight steadily to pursue the application of 
science and research to the principal industries that 
go to make up the life of a people. 
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I have listened with interest to the description 
which you, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, have given of the 
development of the Indian Air Force Training Corps 
Ciasses. There is no doubt whatsoever that the 
astonishing impetus which the war has given to the 
development of our command of the air will lead 
after the war to the greatly increased extension of 
air transport. 

As we aii know, the Indian Air Force has an 
important part to piay in the war ; its expansion, 
aiready rapid, wiil certainly continue. In this lies a 
great opportunity for the educated youth of Bengal 
to make an outstanding place for themselves in the 
forces, and at the same time to fit themselves for 
careers in what wiii undoubtediy be the wideiy 
expanding business of post-war civil aviation. I 
have no doubt that many of you wiii seize the 
unique opportunities that are now presented to you 
in this regard. 

The past year has been a bad one for Bengai. 
Reading a report the other day I was struck by 
this sentence: “Aii the four horsemen of the 
Apocalypse, war, famine, pestiience and death, have 
ridden hard over the plains of Bengal.” Famine, 
pestiience and death have ridden— and we must and 
wiii stop them from riding again. The fourth 
horseman— war— has been held in check by the 
determination and valour of our fighting forces 
among which those of India have played so notable 
a part. 

However, although this Province has mercifuiiy 
escaped becoming a battie ground, it is war which is 
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at the root of our troubles ; but as the prospect of 
victory becomes increasingly brighter and nearer— 
and simultaneously as our administrative resources 
directed against scarcity and disease become 
increasingly effective — I feel that we may reasonably 
and confidently look forward to our final and speedy 
release from the shadows which have darkened the 
last year. 

Looking back on the course of history I suggest 
that it is possible to pick out certain periods, some 
fairly long, some very short, during which the 
current of human affairs has seemed to flow more 
swiftly, more deeply and with more determined 
direction than at others. There have been such 
periods in the history of India— as you know better 
than I. I feel that in this our present decade we 
are in one of these rare periods of what I may call 
concentrated significance. 

It is in such periods, that youth has its greatest 
opportunity for good— or for bad. Quickly chang- 
ing circumtances overtake those who are set in 
their ways and who are unable jto adapt themselves 
to new ways of life and thought. It is you the 
students of the University, going into the world 
equipped with the best that can be given you, who 
hold the future now so swiftly being formed. Let it 
be held safe. And let us all work together in this 
war period of stress and trial so that we may 
forward what should be the aim of all decent 
men— that of ensuring that, each year, we may be 
able to improve the lot of the ordinary man whom 
we dll serve. 




His Excellency’s Addresses to Persons 
Invested at the Informal Investiture 
lield on the 15th March 1944. 

Mr. MURTOUGH CARBERY, C.I.E., D.S.O.,M.C. 

Having served with distinction in the last war 
you joined the Indian Agriculturai Service in 1920. 
Holding the post of Agricultural Chemist at Dacca 
you were largely responsible for the development of 
improved varieties of sugarcane and tobacco and for 
the rapid expansion of their cultivation in the 
Province, in 1937 you were appointed Director of 
Agriculture and you have continued to hold this 
important post with high credit. Your work at all 
times has been of the greatest value to the Province 
and particularly so now in connection with the Grow 
More Food Campaign. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I invest you with the Insignia 
of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, 
of which His Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
you a Companion. 

Lieut.-Colonel ARTHUR DENHAM-WHITE, C.I.E., 
I.M.S. (Retd.). 

You entered the Indian Medical Service in .1905 
and retired in 1924 after holding the post of Civil 
Surgeon and Protector of Emigrants, 24-Parganas, 
for 10 years. Since retirement you continued to 
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serve the public of Calcutta. In 1941 you were 
recalled to Military duty but even so you are also 
able to give your voluntary services to the Presidency 
General Hospital. As a leading member of the 
Medical Profession your services both to Government 
and to the public have been particularly meritorious 
while your unfailing care and sympathy have earned 
you wide popularity and respect. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I invest you with the Insignia 
of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, 
of which His Majesty has been pfeased to appoint 
you a Companion. 

Mr. SWAM I NATH A ADUTTHURAI VENKATA- 

RAMAN, C.I.E., I.C.8. 

After Joining the Indian Civil Service in Madras 
in 1922 you served in the Districts and in the 
Provincial Secretariat with credit. In 1942 you were 
selected for the post of Deputy Director-General of 
Supply. The character and drive which you there 
displayed led to your selection for the post of Joint 
Secretary in the Department of Supply. Lately you 
have served as Joint Secretary in the Directorate- 
General of Munitions Production, Calcutta. In this 
difficult post you fulfilled your duties with notable 
ability. 

in the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I invest you with the Insignia 
of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, 
of which His Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
you a Companion. 
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Mr. JOHN WILLIAM EDWARD BERRY, C.B.E. 

You are a senior member of the firm of Messrs. 
Kiiburn & Company. Your expert knowledge led 
to your appointment as Chairman of the Inland 
Water Transport Committee in 1941. It was your 
duty to write a report on and to organize Military 
Inland Water Transport in the Middle East. In spite 
of great difficulties and extremely trying climatic 
conditions you never relaxed your efforts. You have 
made a contribution of high military importance in 
Iraq and Persia .where Inland Water Transport is 
being developed on the lines of your complete and 
most valuable report. Your services as technical 
adviser on Inland Water Transport matters have 
been retained by General Headquarters in India. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I invest you with the Insignia 
of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, 
of which His Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
you a Commander. 

Mr. ANTHONY JOSEPH ELKINS, C.B.E. 

You occupied a prominent business position in 
Caicutta as Resident Manager of a large trading 
firm and as Director of several important companies. 
In January 1942 you joined the Supply Department 
as Controller of Supplies, Bengal Circle. Your 
ability, wide experience and the confidence which 
you have gained of all classes have contributed to 
the marked success with which you have held 
your important appointment. 
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In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I invest you with the Insignia 
of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 
of which His Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
you a Commander. 

Mr. MALCOLM MONCRIEFF STUART, O.B.E., 

I.C.S. 

You entered the Indian Civil Service in 1927 
and as District Magistrate and Collector successively 
of the Districts of Murshidabad, Burdwan, Dacca, 
Nadia and Howrah and as Deputy Commissioner, 
Darjeeling, you demonstrated your abilities as an 
administrative officer. Since the outbreak of war 
with Japan you have served in Eastern Bengal 
as District Magistrate of Tippe^a and since November 
1942 as District Magistrate of Chittagong. Your 
work has been of a most arduous and responsible 
character and you have shown a highly commendable 
degree of courage, resource and control in these 
vital areas. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I present you with the Badge 
of an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire. 

Mr. ERNEST BRIAN HINDLEY BAKER, O.B.E., 

I.C.S. 

Joining in the Indian Civil Service in 1927 you 
held with success a number of appointments both 
judicial and executive. In 1940 you were appointed 
as Additional Secretary to the Governor and held 
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this post for three years. You also during this time 
acted as Secretary to the Cabinet in addition to your 
duties. You have at ail times fulfilled your duties 
with special merit while your legal knowledge has 
been of great assistance. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I present you with the Badge 
of an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire. 

Khan Bahadur GHULAM FARUQUE, O.B.E. 

After a successful career in the Bengai-Nagpur 
Railway you were appointed Transport Advisory 
Officer under the Railway Board in 1941 and Con- 
troller of Coal Distribution in 1942. As Controller 
of Coal Distribution you have had a most difficult 
charge in which you have shown patience, initiative, 
and resource. Keeping in* close touch with the 
Colliery Associations you have gained the confidence 
of all interests. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I present you with the Badge 
of an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire. 

Mr. WILLIAM HANBURY SAUMAREZ SMITH, 

M.B.E., I.C.S. 

You joined the Indian Civil Service in 1934. 
After displaying marked ability in the Bengal Secre- 
tariat you were appointed Under Secretary in the 
Office of the Governor-General (Public). There you 
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have shown exceptional industry, tact and intellec- 
tual qualities. Your services have earned very high 
praise. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I hand you the Badge of a 
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. 

Mr. PANKAJ PRASANNA GUPTA, M.B.E. 

Since your graduation from College in 1922 
you have shown keen interest in sport. Your services 
to the Indian Football Association, to the Bengal 
Hockey Association and Council are well known ; 
also as Member of the Indian Board, of Cricket 
Control and of the Cricket Association of Bengal, 
you have at all times furthered the cause of sport. 
You have done much to raise money for the Indian 
Red Cross by organising Hockey, Football and 
Boxing contests, while as Secretary of the Calcutta 
Newspapers’ Cyclone Relief Committee you were 
able to secure large contributions for the relief of 
distress caused by the 1942 Midnapore Cyclone. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I hand you the Badge df a 
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. 

Mr. ALFRED HENRY NUNN, M.B.E. 

Coming to Bengal in 1928 as a member of the 
Bengal Senior Service of Engineers, you held a variety 
of posts with credit. In April 1941 you were placed 
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in chaise of A. R. P. Rescue Squads in Calcutta and 
having placed them on a sound footing you were 
made Officer-in-charge of the Rescue Service. In 
the organisation of these new services you have 
shown great energy and initiative. During the air 
raids in Calcutta the value of your work has been 
amply demonstrated by the efficiency of the service 
of which you were in charge. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I hand you the Badge of a 
Member of the. Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. 

Mr. ROLAND VEALE, M.B.E. 

Having Joined the State Railways in 1920 you 
were promoted to t|ie Superior Service in 1927. 
Since 1936 you have been employed as the Manager 
of the East Indian Railway Block Signal Workshops 
at Howrah. During the war you have applied 
yourself with energy and devotion to the develop- 
ment of the output of the Block Shops and have 
completed a number of important orders for the 
Director-General of Munitions Production. 

In the name of the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I hand you the Badge of a 
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. 

Dr. JOHN LOWE, M.D. 

After serving in the last war you came in 1924 
to the Dichpaii Leprosy Hospital, Hyderabad. 
Having served there for 8 years you were appointed 
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as Research Worker under the British Empire 
Leprosy Reliet Association. During the long years 
which you have devoted to leprosy work in India 
you have demonstrated your selfless and humani- 
tarian qualities, while by your research work you 
have made a lasting contribution to the knowledge 
of the subject of leprosy. 

In the name the King-Emperor and by His 
Majesty’s Command, I present you with the Kaisar- 
l-Hind Medal in Gold for public service in India. 

Khan Bahadur MAZHARUL ISLAM. 

Having served in the Bengal Civil Servic since 
1913 you were promoted to act as Additional Dis- 
trict Magistrate, Burdwan, in 1941. You became 
Magistrate & Collector, Farippur, and later, at 
Midnapore, you rendered distingushed service during 
the Congress disturbance and in connection with 
cyclone relief. Throughout your 30 years’ career 
you have rendered valuable service to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Khan Bahadur, and I have much 
pleasure in investing you with the Badge of that 
title. 

Khan Bahadur MAULVI MUHAMMAD SADIQ 

KHAN. 

During a large part of your career in the Bengal 
Civil Serviee you have particularly distinguished 
yourself by your knowledge of local Self-Government. 
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In 1931 you were appointed Special Officer in the 
Department of Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment and in 1934 you were appointed Personal 
Assistant to the Commissioner of the Dacca Division. 
Having acted as Assistant Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in the Department of Public Health 
and Local Self-Government since 1939 you have 
recently been promoted to the post of Deputy 
Secretary in that Department. Your work in that 
Department has enhanced youf reputation as a 

conscientious and well-instructed officer. 

» 

In recognitfon of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Khan Bahadur, and I have much 
pleasure in investing you with the Badge of that 
title. 

Khan Bahadur MINOCHER HORMASJEE 

DASTOOR. 

In your position as General iftanager, Messrs. D. 
Sorabjee & Co., Calcutta, you have always gone out 
of your way to help military personnel proceeding to 
Darjeeling on leave, while as a member of the 
Governor’s War Purposes Fund Committee you 
have rendered most useful service particularly 
through your influence as a representative of the 
Parsee Community. You take a keen interest in 
all matters connected with the war effort and you 
have materially assisted as an Honorary Air Raid 
Information Officer. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
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you the title of Khan Bahadur, and I have much 
pleasure in Investing you with the Badge of that 
title. 

Rai RASHBIHARI DUTT Bahadur. 

Having been appointed a Civil Assistant Surgeon 
in 1914 you held a temporay commission as 
Lieutenant in the Indian Medical Service from 
1917 to 1918. On return to civil employment you 
were subsequently promoted to act as Civil Surgeon 
in 1937 and thereafter you were shortly confirmed. 
During the war you have distinguished yourself in 
A. R. P. duties which are particularly important in 
your present appointment as Civil Surgeon of Howrah 
District. You have discharged your professional 
and administrative duties most ably. 

in recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Qahadur, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai JITENDRA MOHAN SEN Bahadur. 

As a Professor of the David Hare Training College, 
Calcutta, you later Joined the Bengal Educational 
Service and in the course of your career you have 
held a number of important educational posts. 
Your services both as an Inspecting Officer, as a College 
Professor and as Principal have been exemplary 
and your wide knowledge of modern educational 
movements has been of great value. 

In recognition of your services. His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
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the title of Rai Bahadur, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai MOHIM CHANDRA SARKAR Bahadur. 

Having joined the Police Department as a Sub- 
Inspector of Police in 1914 you were promoted to the 
rank of Inspector in 1925. You did excellent work 
while in charge of two difficult Circles in Dinajpur 
District during the first Civil Disobedience Movement. 
You were later confirmed in the rank of Deputy 
Superintendent of Police in 1939. At Noakhali 
you were particularly helpful with the enlistment 
of Civic Guards. Your long career in the police 
force has been marked by integrity and ability. 

In recognition of your services. His Excellency the 
Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Bahadur, and I have much pleasure in 
investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai MAYATARU HALDAR Bhadur. 

After 20 years’ service in the Districts as a member 
of the Bengal Judicial Service you were confirmed as 
a Subordinate Judge in 1924. You were promoted 
to the rank of Additional District & Sessions Judge 
in 1938 and were appointed District & Sessions 
Judge in 1941. This position you held until your 
retirement. Your Judicial and administrative 
abilities have been fully shown. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Bahadur, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that titie. 
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Rai JY0TI8H CHANDRA CHATTERJEE Bahadur. 

You are a founder member and organizer of the 
Calcutta Medical School and Hospital of which you 
were later Superintendent. As a prominent member 
of the governing body of the State Medical Faculty 
and the Bengal Council of Medical Registration, also 
as a Member of the Managing Committee of the 
Bethune College School and of the Scottish Church 
School your varied public services have been of wide 
influence. You have also done all you can to help 
the A. R. P. Organisation. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Bahadur, Pnd I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai MAHADEV GANGULI Bahadur. 

■if 

You qualified as an M.B. from the Calcutta 
University in 1920 and since 1921 you have been 
Honorary Physician to the Out-door Patients’ Depart- 
ment of the Mayo Hospital. You have also acted as 
Surgeon-Superintendent of the Hospital, on two 
occasions, and were awarded the title of Rai Sahib 
in 1938. Since then you have continued to perform 
your duties with your usual zeal and skill. You 
have proved yourself to be an invaluable member of 
the Hospital Staff of which you are now the most 
senior officer. 

In recognition of your services. His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Bahadur, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 
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Rai SURJA KANTA BHATTACHARJEE Bahadur. 

Yoi^ joined the Eastern Bengal Railway as an 
Assistant Engineer in 1921, and your good work 
quickly gained attention. During 1933 and 1934 
you were in chargd of the Stone supply work fof the 
Hardinge Bridge. Without the resource and fore> 
thought with which you overcame many difficulties 
the work on the bridge would have been seriously 
delayed. In recognition of your fjiithful and efficient 
work you were awarded the title of Rai Sahib in 1940. 
Your work has throughout been marked by a high 
degree of intelligence and industry and continues 
to be of great value. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Bahaddr, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai JATINDRA NATH DAS Bahadur. 

You joined the service of the East Indian Railway 
Company in 1923 as an Assistant Superintendent 
(Locomotive Traffic Service) and gained promotion 
on the passing of examinations. In 1940 you were 
awarded the title of Rai Sahib in recognition of your 
valuable work. For the last three years you have 
held the post of Superintendent of Transportation at 
Lucknow and Asansol and during the civil disturb- 
ances in August 1942 your ability in organising and 
maintaining the train services originating from the 
important centre of Asansol are particularly praise- 
worthy. 
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In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Bahadur, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai Sahib SURESH CHANDRA BHADRA. 

You joined the Assam Bengal Railway in 1914 
as personal clerk to the Traffic Manager. Your 
ability and application led to your promotion to the 
post of Claims Inspector in 1919, Assistant Station 
Master in 1922, Traffic Inspector in 1925 and finally 
to the Gazetted Appointment of Afsistant Operating 
Superintendent in April 1937* in which appointment 
your services have been of proved value. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi SULTAN AHMED. 

You are a prominent member of the Muktears’ 
Bar Association, Khulna, of which you are Vice- 
President. At the same time you are closely asso- 
ciated with a large number of charitable and educa- 
tional institutions in respect of which your personal 
charitable donations have been on a most generous 
scale. You are also an active member of the District 
War Committee and have made large donations to 
the Bengal War Purposes Fund. 

In recognition of your services. His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Khan Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 
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Khan Sahib Mauivi ABDUS SHOKUR. 

You have worked hard and successfully as 
President of the Hariharpur Union Board and as 
Chairman of the Debt Settlement Board in the District 
of 24-Parganas. You have also been working as 
an Honorary Magistrate at Baruipur for some years, 
and you take a keen interest in rural uplift work 
and in primary education for girls. At the same 
time your assistance to the district authorities in 
various matters connected with the war have been 
of great value. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Khan Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that tHIe. 

Rai Sahib DHIRENDRA MOHAN GUPTA. 

You entered the Bengal Civil Service in 1923 
and proved your reputation for hard and conscientious 
work as Subdivisional Officer, Midnapore, from 1935 
to 1 939. Having served as Second Assistant Secretary 
to Government in the Revenue Department from 
1939 to the begfnning of 1942 you now hold the 
important post of First Assistant Secretary in the 
Defence Branch of the Home Department. Your 
duties have been most exacting and your services 
have been invaluable in the development of the' 
A. R. P. Organisation in the Province. 

In recognition of your services. His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 
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Rai Sahib NIHAR CHANDRA CHAKRABARTTY. 

Entering the Bengal Junior Civil Service in 1925 
you specialised in Revenue Work and distinguished 
yourself in a number of settlement operations. You 
were promoted to the Bengal Civil Service in 1936. 
After acting as Special Officer in the Revenue Depart- 
ment in connection with Civil Evacuation and Relief 
arising out of war, you were given the charge of 
organising relief measures in the cyclone affected 
areas of Midnapore and 24-Parganas in October 
1 942. You are at present assisting ii| the co-ordination 
of relief measures. Your career has been marked by 
industry, initiative and imagination of a high order. 

In recognition of your services. His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Sahib, and* I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai Sahib CHARU CHANDRA SEN. 

You entered the Bengal Junior Civil Service in 
1920 and served with marked credit in the-Settlement 
Department. You were promoted to the Bengal 
Civil Service in 1931 and continued on the revenue 
side as a Settlement Charge Officer and personal 
Assistant to the Director of Land Records & Surveys. 
During the last three years you have been employed 
as Deputy Director, Debt Conciliation, and have 
proved yourself to possess energy, thoroughness and 
a useful capacity to get the best out of your subordi- 
nates; and you have done particularly good work in 
the compilation of the Debt Settlement Board 
Manual. 
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In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Ral Sahib PRIYA RAN JAN DATTA. 

You joined the Communications & Works 
Department in 1926 and did good and steady work 
both in Calcutta and in the districts. Since January 
1942 you have held charge of the Suburban Division 
of Calcutta. Here you have had to carry out a consi- 
derable amount t>f work connected with Civil Defence 
and on road construction for military use. You 
have had many difficult problems to face and you 
have carried out your duty with ability and care. 

In recognition of^ your services. His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with Badge of that title. 

Rai Sahib SARASHI KUMAR BRAVMACHARI. 

You were appointed as a Sub-Inspector in the 
Calcutta Police in 1918 and were promoted as 
Inspector in 1936. You are now officiating as 
Assistant Commissioner of Police. You did excel- 
lent work during the difficult days of the Civil 
Disobedience Movement of 1930 and your services 
were recognised by the award of the Indian Police 
Medal in 1937. In 1939 you were placed in charge 
of the special detective staff of the Port Police and 
here you successfully terminated the activities of 
a number of criminal gangs operating on the river. 
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In 1942 your firm action in dealing with a riotous 
Congress mob restored a difficult situation. In the 
course of a long career you have fully demonstrated 
your marked abilities. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai Sahib SATISH CHANDRA BOSE. 

You have been a member of the Bai'rackpore 
Cantonment Board since 1925 and you have to your 
credit much public services particularly in connection 
with hygiene, education and youth welfare. As 
a member of the 24-Parganas Boy Scouts Asso- 
ciation, the Barrackpore Anti-Malarial Association, 
the Subdivisionai War Committee and of the local 
A. R. P. Organisation you have at all times shown 
your public spirit. Moreover during the last 13 
years you have given ready assistance as an Hono- 
rary Magistrate. 

In recognition of your services. His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai Sahib PANNA LAL SINHA. 

You have been Chief Air Raid Warden of Sub- 
Area No. VII in Howrah District since the inception 
of the A. R. P. Scheme. As a commissioner of the 
Municipality since 1934 you have been able to secure 
considerable public support for A. R. P. throughout 
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this area and you have secured a lai^e number of 
recruits as volunteer wardens. You have given 
up a portion of your residential house for the use 
of a first-aid post and you have identified yourself 
in every way with the promotion of the A. R. P. 
Organisation. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon 
you the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure 
in investing you with the Badge* of that title. 

Rai Sahib UPENDRA KUMAR GUHA NEOGI. 

You are Manager of the Lalgola Raj Wards Estate 
in Murshidabad District. But apart from the able 
discharge of your official duties you are a most 
conscientious Honorary Magistrate. You have been 
of great help to the District Magistrate in organising 
price control measures and hi carrying out the food 
census undertaken last summer. At the same time 
the generous contributions which the Estate in your 
charge has made towards war funds have been largely 
due to your personal interest in the cause. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure in 
investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai Sahib GOVINDA CHARAN ROY. 

One of your ancestors, Raja Buddinath Roy, was 
the first donor and one of the first Governors of the 
Mayo Hospital. You have continued your family 
traditions and have long been attached to this Hospital 
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in various capacities. You are now in sole charge 
of the Hospital’s dispensary at ChitpOre and have 
rendered vaiuabie public service. When the dispen- 
sary was re-built in 1937 you were instrumental in 
collecting the large sums necessary for the purpose. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure in 
investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai Sahib KIRON CHANDRA DAS. 

As President of the Bagerhat Union Board in the 
District of Khulna since 1921 you have a long record 
of service to the community to your credit. Under 
your guidance the Board has provided many amenities 
to the public including an up-to-date waterworks and 
conservancy system. You also take a constructive 
interest in primary education. Local Officers always 
get your help and co-operation, particularly in 
connection with the war. 

In recognition of your services. His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure in 
investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Rai Sahib MANI BHUSAN MUKHARJI. 

You are a member of the Bihar Civil Service, and 
you have earned a reputation for administrative 
ability. You did particularly good work in the dis- 
turbances which took place in August 1942. You 
were at Katihar when a large mob of mill-hand 
rioters attacked the police-station. You had under 
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you one Havildar and 10 constables and with these 
limited resources you succeeded in keeping the mob 
at bay. At the right moment you ordered fire to be 
opened and succeeded in clearing the mob. Your 
prompt and well-judged action was an excellent 
performance of duty. 

In recognition of your services, His Excellency 
the Viceroy has now been pleased to confer upon you 
the title of Rai Sahib, and I have much pleasure in 
investing you with the Badge of that title. 

Mrs. PHANINDRA BANERJEE. 

You were one of the two Joint Honorary Secretaries 
of the Ladies’ Branch of the National Indian Associa- 
tion from 1932 until 1942, when you had to resign 
owing to ill health. * During the ten years of your 
office you did much to make the Ladies’ Branch of the 
Association a success in Calcutta. You were actively 
concerned with the Association’s large number of 
charitable interests. Your achievements in the line 
of social service have been outstanding. 

On behalf of His Excellency the Viceroy, I present 
you with the Kaisar-I-Hind Medal in Silver for public 
service in India. 

Mrs. KATHLEEN BURNS. 

You have been the President of the Young Women ’s 
Christian Association for the last ten years and at the 
same time you have been the Visiting Governor of 
Bruce Trust and have devoted much time to visiting 
schools attached to the Trust. Your sympathy, tact 



28 


and experience have made a marked contribution 
to the efficiet working of the Trust with which you 
are so cioseiy concerned. The war has brought you 
further duties and you are now also oneoftheorgani> 
sers of the Women’s Service Hostel in Calcutta. You 
have given time and energy freely and ungrudgingly 
to the social welfare of Bengal. 

On behalf of His Exceliency the Viceroy, I present 
you with the Kaisar- 1-Hind Medal in Silver for public 
Service in India. 

Mrs. KATHLEEN EDGLEY. 

You are Commandant of the Women's Voluntary 
Messenger Corps which was formed as a Service 
in September 1939. The Corps performs a number 
of duties both in the way of bringing amenities to 
troops and in the provision of Auxiliary Transport 
Service in co-operation with the military authorities 
at Fort William. You have devoted yourself to this 
organisation of which you are originator and mainstay 
and have brought it to a high and most useful level 
of efficiency. 

On behair.of His Exceliency the Viceroy, I present 
you with the Kaisar-I-Hind Medal in Bronze for 
public service in India. 

Babu SAURENDRA NATH SEN. 

As a member of the Bengal Junior Civil Service 
you have made a name for yourself 4n circle work. 
While Circle Officer of Suri Subdivision, Birbhum 
District, you have notably improved the Administra- 
tion of the Union Boards in that circle. You have 
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mani^ed to obtain the co-operation of the Union 
Boards and the public in the improvement of 
local conditions, and by your untiring efforts you 
have raised substantial contributions for war 
funds. You have a record of able and conscientious 
administration. 

On behalf of His Excellency the Viceroy, I present 
you with the Kaisar-I-Hind Medal in Bronze for 
public service in India. 

Mrs. JEAN NIBLOCK. 

You took over the duties of Lady District Superin- 
tendent, Nursing Division of the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade, East Indian Railway Company, and have 
done outstanding work particularly in the Asansol 
area. The Division* of which you are in charge 
has supplied a large number of nurses to Military 
Hospitals. You have also stimulated interest in 
other centres both in nursing, canteen work and 
working parties for the Red Cross. 

On behalf of His Exeellency the Viceroy, I present 
you with the Kaisar-I-Hind Medal in Bronze for 
public service in India. 

SHAIKH BHOLA MUNSHI. 

You were appointed in the Household Establish- 
ment of the Governor of Bengal as Transport Munshi 
In 1 91 4. For the 27 years before your retirement you 
carried out your duties most loyally and efficiently. 
The good performance of these duties which involves 
exact and careful attention to detail is essential to 
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the smooth working of the Household Establishment. 
The manner in which you discharged your 
responsibiiities always earned praise. 

I have now much pieasiire in presenting you 
with the Imperiai Service Medai, which His Majesty 
the King-Emperor of India has been pieased to award 
you in recognition of your long and faithful service. 



His Excellency’s Speech at the Annual 
Meeting of the Bengal Tuberculosis 
Association held on the 16th March 1944. 


I am glad that as such an early stage of my 
work in Bengal I should have an opportunity of 
getting into touch with this ‘Association and of 
welcoming you to Government House. As you 
know I have as yet iittie experience of the conditions 
in India and in Bengal but I can assure you that my 
interest in the objects of the Bengai Tuberculosis 
Association is deep. 

Our Honorary Secretary has referred to the 
difficuities which the Association has faced— difficul- 
ties arising from the war and the famine. I suppose 
it is true to say that tuberculosis is' primarily a 
debility disease attacking those whose general living 
conditions are iow, and that it is principally for this 
reason that the incidence of tuberculosis is so high 
among the peopie in India. I fear there is little 
doubt that the grave days through which Bengal 
has passed during the last year have created an 
even greater predisposition to attack. 

From my quick visits to the muffasil I have seen 
myself that, although the conditions have undoubt- 
edly improved, the marks of malnutrition remain. 
This is inevitable. It is not possible, however 
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quickly general conditions may improve, for a man 
or a child who has gone through a substantial period 
of under-nourishment to pick up strength and 
vitality equally quickly. Indeed, I myself think 
that although things may, and I believe will, shortly 
look all right on the surface, yet the effects of 1943 
will leave their mark on the general health of the 
population for sometime to come. 

This I think is likely to be particularly so among 
the children. Although children may manage to 
survive a bad period of disease and malnutrition 
yet they sustain a constitutional shock which 
predisposes them to the later attack of constitutional 
disease. Leaving out of account actual deaths I 
fear that the general health of Bengal’s Youth has 
received a great set back, the effects of which will 
not be easily eradicated^ 

It is quite obvious in these circumstances that 
the Bengal Tuberculosis Association has a new and 
urgent importance. I give you this assurance that 
I will do all I can to help you. 

My Government is of course fully alive to the 
dangers ahead of us, and they have under way a 
substantial programme of rehabilitation. Our plans 
cover a wide field. 

My pre-occupations have, like yours, been mainly 
food and relief problems. I have not yet had time 
to study Government’s work in connection with 
tuberculosis. However, even in 1943 I find that 
eight anti-tuberculosis associations have been started 
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or re-organised. Following the Government Scheme 
the Associations are affiliated to the Bengal Branch 
of the Tuberculosis Association of India: that is to 
say to this Association. So far as possible co-ordi- 
nation has been established between the Associations 
and Municipalities and District Boards. 

My impression is that achievement in the last 
ten or fifteen years has been small compared to what 
remains to be done. The survey, carried out from 
1939 to 1942 with the object of ascertaining the 
incidence of disease revealed the magnitude of the 
problem. 

The difficulties with which the Association are 
faced are of course formidable. To some extent 
they are financial. The rising cost of technical 
apparatus and generally of administration has had 
a retarding effect on the* Association’s work. 
Admittedly our financial position unfortunately 
bears little relation to the problem which we have 
to tackle. However, we must continue without 
getting discouraged, for there are few causes I think 
more urgent and more worth while than the 
combating of tuberculosis. 

Looking at the totals of the funds which have 
been raised, for example, for cyclone relief in 1942 
and famine relief in 1943 I am sure that the public, 
if approached in the right way, will give generously 
to the Association. I agree that it is easier to get 
funds for specific purposes than for an association 
with a long-term policy and object. It needs, how- 
ever, very little thought to see that this Association 
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has now, more than ever, a call on the charitable. 
We must each of us do all we can to see the 
Association receives continuing and increasing 
financial support. 

Lastly I take this opportunity of congratulating 
Dr. B. C. Boy on his re-election as Chairman of this 
Association. 



His Excellency's Speech at the Annual 
Meeting of the St. John Ambulance 
Association and the Indian Red Cross 
Society, held on the 21st March 1944. 


In the first place, I should like to say how 
pleased 1 am to have this early opportunity of meeting 
those of you who, as members of the Red Cross 
Society, the St. John Ambulance Association and 
the Joint War Committee, represent such an import- 
ant section of the Provincial war effort. 

The great task that you have undertaken is that 
of rendering help to the suffering and relief to the 
distressed. This high and noble aim, so energeti- 
cally pursued by the Red Cross Society and St. John 
Ambulance Association in all parts of the world, 
has already earned for both organisations a reputa- 
tion unparalleled in public esteem. Such records 
are in fact, a tribute to the unceasing desire of man 
to serve and to give. 

It is a source of great pride for me to know that 
you have already built up an organisation in Bengal 
which accords fully with this magnificent tradition. 
I regret that owing to the short time I have been 
here and the. many subjects to which I have to give 
attention, it has not so far been possible for me to 
acquaint myself personally with this work that you 
have done. 
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My wife, however, has already met some of you, 
and through her I have been able to learn more 
than I would otherwise have known about the scope 
and direction of your efforts. This knowledge is 
further extended by listening to the reports of your 
activities during the past year, and 1 think I can 
now say that I have in my mind a general picture 
of the manner in which Bengal is meeting her 
humanitarian obiigations. 

I confess, however, that I feel somewhat diffi> 
dent in adding my own comments to such an 
impressive record of practical achievement, espec- 
ially when I realise that so many of your activities 
were helped and inspired by the personal guidance 
of your late President, Sir John Herbert. The keen 
interest he showed, with The Lady Mary Herbert, in 
all matters affecting humanitarian welfare contri- 
butes to the affectionate remembrance of all who 
knew him. I sympathise deeply in the sad loss you 
have sustained. 

Among the many and varied activities to which 
you have referred in your reports, I would like to 
make special reference to the splendid work accom- 
plished by the Red Cross Society in organising 
milk-distribution among the children and nursing 
mothers who have suffered in the famine. I men- 
tion this first because it is an aspect of your work 
which has been brought prominently to my notice 
during my visits to the moffusil areas. In saving 
mothers and children from the dangers of under- 
nourishment and in many cases from permanent 
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debility, the Society has rendered a most valuable 
relief service to the Province, and one which will be 
remembered always in connection with the tragic 
events of the last year. I was also interested to 
note that the St. John Ambulance Association, in 
addition to their splendid record of public service 
in other parts of the Province (involving First Aid 
attendance to no less than 3,000 casualties), render- 
ed valuable aid to the victims of the Damodar Flood 
last September. 

Another branch of your work which calls for 
special attention is the organisation of Blood Banks 
in all the larger centres. This work, although no 
doubt attracting less public attention, is, from the 
point of view of the saving of life, one of the most 
essential public services, and my experiences else- 
where have taught me that its importance cannot be 
overestimated. I am therefore very pleased to note 
that, thanks to those who have devoted their time 
and energy to this work, the total number of blood 
donations for the year under review is more than 
half as many again as those collected during the 
previous year. I hope the public will continue their 
support and that next year another record will be 
broken. 

I have so far made no reference to that aspect of 
your work which, in wartime, is naturally, expected 
to attract the majori share of your attention. I 
refer, of course, to the care and comfort of the sick 
and wounded men of the fighting services. Until 
I have had some opportunity of seeing at firs^ hand 
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your work at the Hospitals and Convalescent 
Hostels, I feel that any observations that I might 
make would be premature. Perhaps it is sufficient 
if at this sti^e I assure you of my whole-hearted 
help and support, both in appealing to the public for 
the necessary money to enable you to continue your 
work, and in co-operating in every other way I can. 

My wife has several times spoken to me of the 
splendid work that she has seen in connection 
with Diversional Therapy. I feel that our recog- 
nition in this respect is due yery largely to 
Mr. R. D. Thompson whose exceptional organising 
ability has contributed more than any other single 
factor to the success of Diversional Therapy in 
North-Eastern India. His departure from Bengal 
will be a very great loss to us in the future. 

During the coming year we Shall see the 
appintment of Mrs. Brown, our present Secretary, as 
Regional Red Cross Commissioner for the whole of 
North-East India— which I believe is a unique 
appointment for a lady-worker. I was at first in 
some doubt as to whether I should refer to this 
as a loss or a gain ; but on second thopghts it 
occurs to me that it is an appointment for which 
our organisation as a whole is more likely to benefit. 
Mrs. Brown’s record of service to the Joint War 
organisation in this Province is, I think, universally 
recognised as a spiended one and instead of termi- 
nating these services, the new post will -I am 
confident— enable her to extend them upon a broader 
basis. I am sure you will all join with me in 
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congratulating her, and in wishing her aii good 
fortune for the future. 

There are times, I think, when we are inclined 
to overlook the extent to which we depend upon 
women for their support in the war effort. The fact 
that the Red Cross Society and the St. John 
Ambulance Association are so largely in the hands 
of women is, in itself, a most praiseworthy reflec- 
tion on the scope and influence of their contribu- 
tion. 

It remains only for me to thank you, and to 
say that during the coming year I shall watch 
with ever closer and more personal interest the 
continuance of the record you have so admirably 
begun. 


Sl>— 46/0— 381Z— 12. 





